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“Rick transforms these everyday social landscapes
into photographs of archival value. Each image has a
life of its own. One can easily become emotionally
involved in the honesty and simplicity of the work--
work done with his heart and his mind. Many of these
pictures will recall personal memories and others
offer a fresh experience.”—Robert Lerner.

Rick Lang is a documentary photographer and educator
whose photographic work reflects his interest in the
history and culture of the American South. This
exhibition presents a grouping of images of vernacular
and often simple signs and buildings from many
different parts of Florida, his home state. These images
demonstrate his commitment to documenting the signs
and symbols used by everyday citizens to make their

voice and opinions public. The images also illustrate the role that personal and commercial written
expression plays in creating public discourse. The expressions of love, hate, religion, bigotry and many
other opinions and emotions present in these signs point to an important and often overlooked
discourse that illuminates our hopes, dreams and disappointments.

April 15 - October 24, 2010

Gallery Talk with Rick Lang and Opening Reception
Thursday, April 15: 6 - 8 pm at the LYONIA GALLERY

“While none of my photographs have any
people in them, they do have a voice. In these
signs scattered across the rural landscape, the
presence of their makers is surely felt, as if they
were there in person. In this project | have
endeavored to explore the role that rural signs

play in the social landscape of the American
South.”—Rick Lang
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ABOUT RICK LANG

Rick Lang is well-known throughout Florida as a photographer,
educator and exhibition curator. His photography has been
exhibited throughout the state and in many parts of the southeast,
including solo exhibitions at Middle Tennessee State University, the
Civic Theater Gallery, Orlando, Orlando City Hall Gallery; Crealdé
School of Art and at the Center for the Study of Southern Art and
Culture at the University of Mississippi. Rick has been exploring his
personal vision for the past 35 years.

Born in California in 1954; he moved to Winter Park, Florida with his
family in 1959. He took up photography as a hobby in his senior year
in high school, and it has played a major role in his life ever since.
After studying at Crealdé School of Art in Winter Park from 1984 to
1986, Rick started at the Southeast Center for Photographic Studies
at Daytona State College, where he graduated with honors in 1989.
After graduation Rick worked as a commercial photographer and
taught part time at Crealdé. In 1995, Rick was named the Director of Photography at Crealdé; a position
he still holds. He has also taught photography at Valencia College and Daytona State College.

As part of his work at Crealdé he has curated some of the most important photographic exhibitions at
the school including A Shared Legacy: Documentary Photography of Florida from the 1930’s and Today
(2003); 150 Years of Photography (1989); Arnold Newman: Portraits of Artists (1991); 50 Years Apart
(1996) and Southern Faces (1999). His work is in numerous public and private collections including the
State of Florida Collection and the Southeast Museum of Photography. Rick Lang’s photography has also
been published in two books: We the People ...of Orange County and Small Town Orange County.
Lang's awards and commissions include Art Services Council Individual Artist Awards in 1992 and 1993;
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